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Free at last
International Needs Ghana and Free the Slaves have
rescued three siblings trafficked into fishing by their
father. They are presently undergoing rehabilitation at a
shelter where they are rediscovering themselves,
building their self-confidence and eager to enter main
stream school. The set of twins and their younger
brother, were engaged in fishing and related activities
for over two years in communities along the Volta Lake.
Mother of the children participated in a community
durbar at Dadome, one of the participating
communities of INGH’s programme aimed at
significantly reducing child trafficking dubbed”
Growing Up Free; an effective response to child
trafficking”.

A meeting with community elders for the release of the children
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Through the durbar, she was sensitized on the dangers
of trafficking and the need to educate children. She
therefore reported her husband who had trafficked
three of her children to officials of INGH. The case was
referred to the Department of Social Welfare for the
father of the children to be invited for discussions.
However, that proved futile hence, INGH and Free the
Slaves in collaboration with International Organization
on Migration, the Anti Human Trafficking Unit of the
Ghana Police Service, the Ghana Navy and Maritime
Authority, rescued the children from their traffickers.
They arrested two perpetrators; the children’s father
and the master who had paid for their custody.

A pose after the release of the youngest son with INGH, FTS and DSW staff

Jesse presents working tools to INVTC
The Fashion department of International Needs
Vocational Training Center (INVTC) in Adidome has
been revamped with new working tools such as
industrial machines, cutting tables, steamed iron,
dressing stands and sewing accessories by kind
courtesy of Mr. Jesse Nuno. Mr. Nuno participated in
the 2017 London marathon, to enable him raise funds
to support the INVTC. Teaching and learning of fashion
design promises to be very exciting in beginning in
January, when the new term begins.
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Receiving the items on behalf of INVTC, the Head of
Programmes for International Needs Ghana,
Mr. Cromwell Awadey, expressed his appreciation to
Mr. Jesse Nuno, for his kind gesture and promised the
items would be put to good use.

Mr. Nuno was accompanied to the Center by his mother, Mrs. Googie Nuno.

Anniversary Thanksgiving held
Board members, management and staff of
International Needs Ghana (INGH) together with their
families gathered at the Legon Baptist Church on 2nd
December 2017 to fellowship and give thanks to the
Good Lord, for 30 years of impacting lives and
communities.
It was a happy homecoming for past Board members
and persons who had been involved with the INGH
story the past thirty years.
Legon Baptist Choir ministering

Delivering the sermon on the theme: “Whose reference
are you”, Rev. Samuel Otu Pimpong, the Head Pastor of
the Legon Baptist Church and a past board member
thanked God for what He had used International Needs
Ghana to achieve these thirty years. He was particularly
thankful to God for the lives of thousands of women
who had been held in bondage under the trokosi,
practice “ The women will always remember the God of
International Needs Ghana, whenever they look back”.
He encouraged staff to continue in the good cause
started thirty years ago.
Past board members were honored for their
contributions to the growth of the organization.
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Mrs. Florence Hutchful receiving a token of appreciation on behalf of her husband,
the late Mr. Kwaku Hutchful, a former Board Member of INGH.
Looking on are her children.
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INGH holds a durbar to mark its 30th anniversary
Mr. Cromwell Awadey, Head of Programmes for
International Needs Ghana (INGH), has called on
caregivers to uphold the protection and safety of their
children to ensure their future security is well guarded.
He was speaking to community members at Srafa
Mpoano during a community durbar in the Ekumfi
District of the Central Region, as part of activities to
commemorate International Needs Ghana’s 30th
anniversary.

The District Chief Executive of Ekumfi District, Hon.
Bernard Bright Grant, called on parents to work hard to
provide for their children, protect them and support
them in school. He advised parents to take advantage
of government’s free education and ensure their
children are enrolled and remain in school. Mr. Grant
also advised children to report parents and guardians
who want to force them into trafficking to community
leaders who will in turn inform the police.

Srafa Mpoano is among ten communities in the Ekumfi
District where INGH is implementing the Growing Up
Free project with funding from the US Government
through Free the Slaves.

Nana Kokomadwe VI, Chief of Srafa Mpoano was proud
that his community had benefitted from such a great
intervention. He revealed that several years back,
children were trafficked from his community to other
communities to be engaged in hazardous work and
was excited that the project is educating parents on
the dangers involved in trafficking. He was excited and
encouraged about outcomes so far and pleaded with
International Needs Ghana to continue with its support
for the community. He pledged the community’s
support to ensuring the success of the project.

The head of programmes for INGH noted that, the
organization has brought transformation and hope to
thousands of lives with its interventions throughout its
30 years of existence in Ghana. He commended the
people of Srafa Mpoano for their dedication towards
the fight against child trafficking and their unwavering
commitment to ensuring that their community is
completely ridded of child trafficking and its effect.
Mr. Awadey mentioned that although the project
commenced barely a year ago within the community,
the community’s response had been impressive
“Through your commitment, four children have been
prevented from being trafficked and have been placed
in school and I must commend you for this great feat.
One of these children could be the next President of
Ghana”.

The Ekumfi District Education Officer Mr. Samuel Baffoe
Aikins, schooled the gathering on some of the rights of
children as enshrined in the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child.

A sketch on child trafficking

A sketch depicting dangers in child trafficking
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Chief of Srafa addressing the community

Mr. Awadey addressing the durbar
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The DCE addressing the community
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